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Guildhall speech, and it is that British foreign policy
shall be influenced by any ideological considerations.
If the nations were to line up on that basis, as some
fanatics wish them to do, then the future of the British
Empire would be gloomy in the extreme, for it would
be called upon to tackle at one and the same time
Germany, Italy, and Japan. There is no fear of such
madness while Mr. Chamberlain remains at the helm.
It is his view that how the Germans, Russians, and
Italians govern themselves is their affair, so long as
they do not seek to impose their systems of government
upon us. In short, British interests, not abstract ideo-
logies, are to be the foundations of the nation's foreign
policy under his Premiership. As he has himself put it:

It appears to be the fashion in some quarters to
decry any allusion to material interests as if they
were sordid considerations unworthy of the atten-
tion of a great people. I should be the last to suggest
that we should exclude from our minds all thoughts
of moral and spiritual aims, or that we should
occupy ourselves solely with selfish endeavours to
improve our material prosperity at the expense of
other people's. But is there not a danger of running
to the opposite extreme?

After all, the political, financial, and economic
stability of this country, and of the associated peoples
of the British Commonwealth, is one of the most
important factors in the general well-being of the
world. In endeavouring to preserve that stability
we are doing no injury to others, but on the contrary
we are making a contribution, the value of which
can hardly be over-estimated, to the preservation
of the confidence and security of all.

Of one thing there can be no doubt, and it is that